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essential conditions of all effective co-operation and of the
higher forms of social organisation. For success in war
implies definite organisation, the recognition of a leader,
and faithful observance of his commands; and the
obedience given to the war-chief implies a far higher
level of morality than is implied by the mere observance
of the " primal law " or of any other personal prohibition
under the threat of punishment, A leader whose followers
were bound to him by fear of punishment only would
have no chance of success against a band of which the
members were bound together and to their chief by a true
conscientiousness arising from a more developed self-
consciousness, from the identification of the self with the
society, and from a sensitive regard on the part of each
member for the opinion of his fellows.

Such conflict of groups could not fail to operate effec-
tively in developing the moral nature of man ; those
communities in which this higher morality was developed
would triumph over and exterminate those which had not
attained it in equal degree. And the more the pugnacious
instinct impelled primitive societies to warfare, the more
rapidly and effectively must the fundamental social
attributes of men have been developed in the societies
which survived the ordeal.

It is not easy to analyse these moral qualities and to
say exactly what elements of the mental constitution
were involved in this evolution. In part the advance
must have consisted in a further improvement of the
kind we have supposed to be effected by the operation
of the " primal law," namely, a richer self-consciousness,
and increased capacity for control of the stronger primary
impulses by the co-operation of impulses springing from
dispositions organised about the idea of the self. It may
also have involved a relative increase of strength of the
more specifically social tendencies, namely, the gregarious
instinct, the instincts of self-assertion and subjection, and
the primitive sympathetic tendency; the increase of
strength of these tendencies in the members of any social
group would render them capable of being more strongly
swayed by regard for the opinions and feelings of their